
 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOL END OF TERM NEWs and REVIEW             

Dear Parents 

 

The end of term is finally here. As usual it has been a busy one, with the added challenge of load shedding to have been 

contending with.   

 

To end it off, after all the hard work of preparing for and doing term assessments, the learners have been out on their 

phase trips. The Intermediate Phase went to The Transport Museum. The Foundation Phase trip was to The People’s Theatre, 

to see the Doctor Seuss show ‘Seussical’, where they indirectly learned about equal rights and that “People are people 

no matter how small”, through the story ‘Horton hears a Who.’  This tied in perfectly with the end of term Human Rights 

Day celebrations and learning. What great experiences for both groups. 

 

 In the background of all the hard academic work, Term 1’s fundraising kicked off with a fabulous night out at The Barnyard 

Theatre. Big events like this, and the support of you, the parents, help in so many ways to support the development of our 

small school. We aim to keep providing the best that we can, not only for your children, but also for the community, and 

all fundraising efforts contribute meaningfully towards this.  

 

A really easy way to support our school on an ongoing basis is to link your MY SCHOOL card to Orion College so that we 

can benefit from your purchases. If you need documentation on any of the above mentioned options, please contact 

the admin office. Every little bit counts!  

 

As far as Recycling and Reusing goes….we now have a fully functioning second hand uniform shop.  If you have any 

Orion uniform at home that is too small but still in good condition, that you would like to donate, please send it to school. 

We appreciate all contributions. Also please send your empty ink cartridges and plastic containers to school as we have 

a recycling companies that will collect them from us. We are also looking for big plastic buckets for the classrooms to use 

as recycling bins. The ideal would be the large chlorine containers. Please send any empty ones in if you have them. 

Thanks.   

 

Please remember that we are moving over to the D6 Communicator and that it is essential for all parents to sign up for 

this and install the APP. We are also now using the D6 as our school administration system, including school reports. You 

will therefore have noticed that the end of term reports have a new format. Unfortunately, we have been limited with 

regards to the layout and formatting of these reports but they are still easy to read and understand. If you have any 

questions, there is a parent evening early next term on Thursday 11th April. Please do attend this evening. It is important to 

review your child’s progress regularly with the teachers and therapists.  

 

The rest of this newsletter gives you a real glimpse into events and activities over the last few months, as well as other 

important information. Please read through it.  

 

Lastly, I want to thank the staff for their dedication and hard work during Term 1and for really putting the learners first. We 

are a small but impactful school, working to change young lives and create opportunities. I’d also like to thank you, the 

parents, for all the continued support you give our school. We are a team working towards a common goal – creating 

the safest, most nurturing, yet stimulating environment for your children.  

 

Wishing you all a super March Break. See you back at school, on Tuesday 9th April.  

 

Barbra Robinson  

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK……… 

To the stars………….                         20 March  2019    

      

 



 
 

GRADE 1 - Teacher Liza-Marie Harris 

English - We learnt all about the alphabet and how to build words. We enjoy reading picture books in class during 
our Guided Reading lessons. Mathematics - We had so much fun this term, learning all about numbers, counting, 
shapes and patterns.  Life Skills - In Life Skills we talked all about ourselves, our school, healthy habits and the 
weather. We enjoyed making our very own placemats for snack time. Afrikaans and isiZulu - These subjects are still 
new to us, but we are learning and enjoying the fun and interesting activities. We even made our own instruments 
during isiZulu. Term 2 - We will learn about some interesting concepts while concentrating on the following themes:  
My family, Safety in the home, My body, Keeping my body safe, My community and Pets.                    

 

GRADE 2 - Teacher Lesley Wilson 

The Grade 2’s are progressing well and learning a lot in English and Maths. In Life Skills, we discussed bullying and 
respecting one another in depth and made a bullying booklet. During Arts and Crafts we have been having lots of fun 
painting, cutting and gluing and making some very creative pictures. We are looking forward to a lot of Easter art and 
crafts after the upcoming holidays 

 
 
 

LATE PAYMENTS:  
 
Should a parent fail to comply with 
the regulations regarding the 
payment of tuition fees, the school 
will implement the following 
procedure:- 
 

 one month in arrears; you 
will receive notice for 
outstanding amount; 

 two months in arrears; 
your child will be 
suspended; 

 three months in arrears; 
the contract between 
yourselves and the school 
will be terminated and 
your account will be 
handed over for collection 

NOTICE PERIOD:  
 
Please note that a full 
term’s notice (or at least 
three months’ notice) 
must be given to us in 
writing. 

 

 

THANK YOU 

         MIKE and RONEL 

    FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

UPCOMING EVENTS and 

DATES for the diary 

TERM 2 

APRIL 

8 April:    Staff training day 

9 April:    Learners back to school 

11 April:  Parents evening 

15 April:  Extra Murals begin 

19 April:  Easter Friday 

22 April: Family Day holiday 

 

MAY 

1 May: Workers day holiday 

11 May: Soapbox derby/Potjiekos day 

31 May: Extra murals end 

 

JUNE: 

5 - 12 June: IP Exams 

16 June: Youth day 

17 June: Public Holiday 

21 June: Break up Day – school closes at 

12pm 
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At the end of the term, we went on a very special visit to the Peoples Theatre in Johannesburg where we watched a 
delightful performance of Seussical and then had a picnic in the garden. 

GRADE 3 - Teacher Sylvia Murray 

The Grade 3's had to make a play dough family of a mom, dad, brother and sister for their Art assessment. The criteria 
was that they had to use different colour playdough, each person had to have clothes with details on and show all relevant 
parts of the body. They really enjoyed making their families.  

Foundation Phase Pre-Vocational Class (FPPV) – Teacher Monya 
Oosthuizen 

The FPPV class had an eventful term getting to know the new friends in class. We have all 
made such great progress this term and spent some time discussing how we can help each 
other, help at home and school as well as our pets, having dreams and goals and creating a goals 
board. 

 

Foundation Phase Skills Class (FPPV) – Teacher Tricia Sanssoucie  

At the beginning of this year the new curriculum was introduced. It proved to be very exciting and interesting. We 
focussed on the passing of time e.g. as in days of the week, months of the year and birthdays. The themes we covered 
were Birds and The Weather. The learners really got involved and thoroughly enjoyed it. The class has also taken 
responsibility of watering one flower bed and pot plants around the school. 

   

GRADE 4 - Teacher Jodi Hallam 

The Grade 4's have settled in nicely so far and have worked very hard this term.  

They have put a lot of effort into their work and are all working very 
hard and neatly towards getting their pen licence.  The Grade 4's 
really enjoyed their Lego day and enjoyed learning how to make 
spinning tops. Thank you for a great term Grade 4's, I look forward 
to all your hard work next term. Enjoy your holiday!  

 

 



GRADE 5 - Teacher Nicky Oswald 

We have been so busy, the first term seems to have just whizzed by!! The children have all settled down well in Grade 5 
and mostly are a happy little bunch. On the academic front, we have been busy with a diversity of things, from map work 
in Geography to Hunter-gatherers in History; from learning to identify and deal with emotions in Life Skills, to all the 
intricacies of mixing colours in Art, very knowledgeably taught by Mrs. Steyn. Then, of course, there has been the full 
spectrum of what is required in Mathematics: Numbers, Patterns, Space and Shape, Measurement and Data Handling. In 
English, besides the various language concepts and creative writing, we have enjoyed reading and discussing the abridged 
version of an old classic, White Fang, by Jack London, and we are currently sharing the antics of Wilbur, the pig, in 
Charlotte’s Web. The children have also really enjoyed their lessons in the computer room, the dance and music activities 
and they just love swimming in the heat we have had! All in all, we have had a great term and I look forward to an even 
better Term 2.  

 
GRADE 6 - Teacher Ivan Hague 

The Grade Sixes have had a fantastic term one. We learned how to add fractions and money. 
Lots of money! We organised the Valentine Day’s Dance to help fund our farewell and had a 
very good turnout. We sold lots of hot dogs, chips and glow sticks. We had lots of maths 
practice adding the money, fortunately we made a profit and didn’t have to practice our 
subtraction.  

Our gala was just as successful. Everybody enjoyed themselves and we found some wonderful swimmers. We can now 
make a pretty decent swimming team. 

We also had the Young Engineers Programme at the school. The class built working motorcycles out of Lego, electric 
motorcycles of course - have we inspired another Elon Musk? It was very good to have the opportunity of watching the 
students build with their hands and I gained a greater understanding of their capacities. 

The class has settled in nicely and we are ready for next term, but first the holiday. . . 

Intermediate Phase Skills (IP Skills) – Teacher Carlie Grobler 

First term of 2019 has flown by. IP Skills have had a good term. We have welcomed three new learners and are a class full 
of boys. 

During this term we have focused on having good self-esteem and confidence. The children have also learnt how to be 
positive for themselves and to give positive feedback, plus avoiding conflict. I hope that these tips will be implemented 
at home too! 

Our swimming days are paying off, the non-swimmers are becoming swimmers and the swimmers are gaining style in 
their strokes. These swimming days are definitely the highlights of the week. We planted succulents near the pool to add 
colour.  This is part of the ASDAN projects. 

We have introduced Computer and Afrikaans lessons. Please support your child as much as possible with practise in these 
areas. 

We went on a short visit to Woolworths to find products that are Earth Friendly. The boys managed quite well, showed 
interest and found products.  There is a school trip planned to visit the Transport Museum. 

Have a fun filled holiday. 

 

 

 

 



Intermediate Phase Pre-Vocational Class (IPPV) – Teacher Sandy-Lee Wouda 

Our first term in 2019 seems to have flown past.  Dr Seus quotes and figures guided us through many a “cat in the hat” 
and Grinch experience which contributed to much amusement.  In Mathematics we worked through analogue time and 
2D dimensional shapes.  We used our birthday months to learn tally graphs and pictographs.  Our prepared speeches 
were on the person we admire the most for English and in Afrikaans “Ek”.  We learnt about Cinquain poems and had fun 
listening to all the different versions written by the class. We rose to the challenge of changing classes for our cultural 
lessons and learnt many interesting things in Natural Science, History and Geography.  We also did Mathletics again as 
well as, furthering our computer skills. We read Charlotte’s Web as our set work book and enjoyed watching the DVD to 
compare.  All in all, it has been a busy term and we are looking forward to the holidays. 

 

Valentine’s Day DISCO 
 
Our Valentine’s Day celebrations this year took the form of a disco – a first 
for the Primary School. And what a success it was! It is amazing what can 
be achieved when everyone works together – the children made the 
decorations for the walls and the rest was done by the teachers, therapists 
and the ground staff.  The event was immensely enjoyed by the many 
children who attended, which is what it’s all about – having fun!  
Another positive outcome of the afternoon is that the Grade 6’s have 
raised enough funds to cover the cost of their end of year farewell 
function.  
Many thanks to all the staff who were involved in making the event run 
smoothly, and to the parents for your support in allowing your children to 
attend. We are planning to have a second disco later in the year. 

 

GALA news 
The Inter-house Gala took place early in February. 
Well done to Gladiators for taking winning place 
this year! Titans took the prize for the house with 
the best spirit.  
 
We then had an interschool gala against 
Canterbury Preparatory on the 15th March. 
Although we didn’t win, it was close and we really 
gave them a run for their money this time. Well 
done to all the swimmers and supporters.  

 
 

YOUNG ENGINEERS WORKSHOPS 
 

The Young Engineers team came to run LEGO workshops with our learners this term. Information was sent home about the 
programmes they offer. If you have an interest in your child attending Young Engineers as an extra mural then please contact 
them directly. 
 
We are very happy to host this at Orion, but they will need sufficient interest from parents to make this viable.  
For more information, you will be able to chat to the team on the evening of the 11th April, at our parent evening.  

 
 
 



 

LEGO CLUB  

This term in Lego building the children have shown wonderful creativity and fantastic 
design. They have made zoo’s and trains out of duplo blocks and used the other building 
pieces to copying intricate patterns and creating spectacular sculptures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tips for keeping children in a healthy holiday routine 

 Maintain regular sleep schedules. 

 Ensure good eating habits, including healthy, regular meals at similar times everyday. 

 If travelling with your child, bring along an item that makes your child feel safe. For example, a teddy bear. 

 Plan activities for your child to do ahead of time. 

 Families who follow a regular routine have reduced anxiety. 

 Limit screen time to two hours a day. 

 When it gets closer to the end of your child’s holiday, start preparing him/her for the change in routine by 
practising.  

 

 

Thought for THE MONTH 
 

VALUES for MARCH were ATTITUDE and GRATITUDE 

 

What does the dictionary say ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbra Robinson 

and the Primary School Staff  
  

a settled way of 

thinking or feeling 

about something. 

the quality of being 

thankful; readiness to 

show appreciation for and 

to return kindness. 



 

 

Linda hage 
Educational Psychologist 

B Ed (FET) (cum laude); BA (hons) Psychology (cum laude); M 
Ed Educational Psychology (UJ) 

HPCSA no.: 0130591 
Practice no.: 0618179 

 
Cell: 0723818035-Email: hagelinda89@gmail.com 

 
 

PILATES DYNAMICS KIDDIES YOGA AND PILATES 

CLASSES 

PILATES is designed for the non-athletic child and the athletic 

child.  It is a smart way of getting children to participate in 

exercise.  Pilates caters for all ages and fitness levels.  Pilates is a 

form of exercise that works the entire body with emphasis on 

function for overall health. It targets core strength, coordination, 

balance and flexibility to improve your child’s physical condition 

and self-confidence.  

YOGA helps counter pressures of busy parents, school, video 

games, malls, and competitive sports. Children learn techniques for 

self-health, relaxation, and inner fulfilment to help them navigate 

life’s challenges with a little more ease. Physically, it enhances 

flexibility, strength, coordination, and body awareness. In addition, 

their concentration, calmness and relaxation improves. 

Contact us: 

C/O Nicolyn Ave & Silver Pine Ave, Ruiterhof Randburg 

011 792 5459 / 072 999 2229 

info@pilatesdynamics.co.za 

 

mailto:hagelinda89@gmail.com
mailto:info@pilatesdynamics.co.za
http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjb9cOYivbSAhXJbRQKHSzyA6gQjRwIBw&url=http://www.starnewsgroup.com.au/advertise/classified/&psig=AFQjCNEmvn230-_3bvcj17QgLWJVekBcGg&ust=1490682785121836


 

   

 

Safeguarding children’s rights during divorce   

 

Divorce and the resulting challenges regarding child custody and the responsibilities of 
parents can be an ugly and difficult process. This is especially true of the children whose 
emotional and physical wellbeing would have to be taken into account during the entire 
process. However, the office of the Family Advocate offers an efficient and free service with 
the wellbeing of the child in mind. The Family Advocate ... 

  

Read More Here >   

 

  

Unopposed and opposed divorce: 
What’s the difference? 

  

My spouse said that he/she won’t ‘give me a divorce’. What can I do? Your spouse can 
oppose the divorce, but it is the Court that grants a divorce, not your spouse. If you convince 
the court that the marital relationship has irretrievably broken down, the court can grant a 
decree of divorce even if your spouse does not want to ... 

  

Read More Here >  

 

  

Is your business legally compliant?   

Compliance refers to a company obeying all of the legal laws and regulations regarding how 
they manage the business, their staff, and their treatment towards their consumers. The 
point of compliance is to make sure that corporations act responsibly. Is compliance for 
every business the same? Certain businesses may be required by law to register with an 
industry association. For instance, if you want to ... 

  

Read More Here >  

 

  

Am I prejudiced by an arbitration clause in 
my building contract? 

  

Contracts for the building of a house or providing for substantial alterations to a house 
commonly contain an arbitration clause. This article looks at the advantages of resolving 
disputes relating to building contracts by arbitration rather than by litigation in the courts. I 
had a written contract with a builder to make substantial ... 

  

Read More Here >  

 

Tel: 011 794 7909 / 7910  15 Dale Lace Avenue 

View our Location 
 

Fax: 011 794 5332 Randpark Ridge 

Fax to mail: 086 719 4440 Johannesburg   

Cell: 083 448 9502  Email: christo@cmatt.co.za   

 

This newsletter is a general information sheet and should not be used or relied on as legal or other professional advice. No liability can be accepted 
for any errors or omissions nor for any loss or damage arising from reliance upon any information herein. Always contact your legal adviser for specific 
and detailed advice. Errors and omissions excepted (E&OE) 
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